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THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT JESUS – p. 26
“The Son of Man Must Suffer”
Mark 8:22-33

A Two-step Lesson – vs. 22-26
In this miracle, where Jesus heals a blind man, all the elements for Jesus performing a miracle are in play here – 
	-One – He demonstrates He is God (He does things only God can do)
	-Two – He does the works of Messiah (the works prophesied in OT)
-Three – He displays the compassion of God (no other God like this who comes down to serve)
	-Four – He foreshadows the kingdom 
Now Jesus heals a blind man in two steps – 
	-He sees but not clearly – step 1 – Then Jesus gives him 20/20 vision – step 2!
-Then, what follows, is the disciples seeing something – You, Jesus, are the Christ! (Peter’s “Great Confession” – v. 29)
-But they still don’t see the picture clearly – The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected…and be killed… (v. 31) And Peter, not seeing clearly, says, “That will never happen!”
We have here, the only time Jesus healed this way – All the other times the healing is immediate and complete – 
	-This time in two steps, and the purpose is to give a “Two-step Lesson” – 
	
A Great Confession – vs. 27-30
We come to a major event in the life of Jesus – 
	-All three Synoptic Gospels record this event – 
		-Matthew 16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30; Luke 9:18-20
	-It is the time that the disciples confess that Jesus is the Christ!
-They thought this before, but this is the official, for the record, confession of their faith that Jesus is the Messiah – the Christ.
	-Peter is the spokesperson for them – 
		-Matthew records Peter as saying, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”
The place and timing of this confession are very significant – 
	-The place = Caesarea Philippi – 
		-This is the extreme north part of Israel.
		-It is as far from Jerusalem as you could get.
		-It was known for its extreme idolatry.
	-Even today this site is littered with pagan idols, alters, and engravings.
		-It is polytheism at its worst!
-So, it is amongst all the gods of the world that Jesus takes His disciples to ask them who they believe Him to be!
The timing is also important to see – 
	-For 2 ½ years, the Lord Jesus has been in the Galilee – 
-While John’s gospel tells us He made trips to Jerusalem for annual festivals, for the most part those first 2 ½ years were in the Galilee.
	-Luke’s gospel makes it clearest – 
-Luke 9:51 – “When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.”
	-This great confession begins the Lord’s death march to the cross!

A Harsh Correction – vs. 31-33
We go from the high of the great confession to the low of a harsh correction – 
	-Peter – “You’re the Messiah!”
		-Then Jesus – “Get behind Me Satan.”
What does it mean to be Messiah?
	-What must Messiah do in being Messiah?
v. 31 – “And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again.”
	-This is the first of three times that Jesus foretells His death – 
		-8:31-33; 9:30-32; 10:32-34
-All three Synoptic Gospels include the three times that Jesus foretells His death and resurrection.
Why does Jesus use the title “Son of Man”?
	-This is, by far, the favorite way Jesus refers to Himself.
	-Two reasons – 
		-One – It connects Him to humanity
-Two – It identifies Him as the unique “Son of Man” described in the Book of Daniel – 
	-Daniel 7 – 
-The “Son of Man” stands before God the Father and “to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.”
-The Jewish people of Jesus’ day were looking for the Messiah who is called the “Son of Man” – 
		-And Jesus never backed away from identifying Himself as the “Son of Man.”
	-So “Messiah”/ “Christ” = Son of Man
He begins to teach them about the purpose of Messiah – 
	-This is so important for it tells us in plain words why the Son of God came to earth – 
		-He did not come to merely be a moral example.
		-He did not come just to do good things.
	-Messiah came to die.
See it again in verse 31 – 
	-The Son of Man must – 
		-Suffer many things,
		-Be rejected by the elders, chief priest, and the scribes,
		-Be killed,
		-Rise again (after three days)
-Of absolute necessity and not a mere possibility, the Son of Man, the Messiah, must suffer, be rejected, be killed…
		-Why?
-From the foundations of the world the Father’s plan determined that the Son of Man would stand in the place of His people, live a perfect life, be offered as the perfect, substitutionary sacrifice, be punished not for His own sin but for the sin of His people.
Interesting how people hear things – 
-It doesn’t seem that Peter heard the last part – “after three days rise again” – but only the first part – suffer, be rejected, and killed!
	-v. 32 – “…And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.”
-What Peter grew up hearing…
	-Messiah would be a king – even greater than David
	-Messiah would be a deliverer as in Exodus
	-Messiah would be a Redeemer as in Ruth
	-Messiah would be a shepherd
-Messiah would be a shield, refuge, rock, hiding place, a strong tower as in the Psalms
-And all of the above are true…
	-But what they didn’t hear about was a suffering Messiah – 
		-Psalm 22:1a – “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”
		-Isaiah 53
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